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M E E T SHAMO ON
Temporary Works Coordinator
QUESTIONAIRE
Favourite Place – Basel, Switzerland.
Dish – Caprina Pizza from Ask Italian restaurant.
Sport – World Rally Championships.
Movie – The Fountainhead (1949).
Song – ‘Sloe Gin’ by Joe Bonamassa.
Perfect weekend for you is… Out on the road
enjoying the scenic beauty of Scotland.

Where are you from?
Blackburn, Lancashire, but I have lived in Scotland for the last
6 years.
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How was your childhood in Blackburn?
I came from a middle-class background with both of my
parents running a catering company. I spent most of my youth
opening and dismantling things, from old clocks to radios and
showed a real taste for engineering and creativity. Neighbours
knocking on my mum’s door, with my mum asking “What
has he done now?”, became quite a common event. Apart
from that, my bicycle was my main love and I would cycle
everywhere and get into new adventures.

Welcome to the sixth issue of the
Aberdeen Harbour Expansion Project
Quarterly Newsletter.

Of course, all these complex operations underway are
being carried out with the emphasis on the environmental
protection, health and safety of all our workforce and respect
for our neighbouring communities.

The very busy 2018 Summer season has now come to an end
at Nigg Bay, during which many simultaneous operations of
high complexity have been successfully completed. Thanks to
long periods of ideal weather conditions, remarkable progress
has been made in support of the overall construction phase.

Our successfully installed underwater bubble curtain, together
with our professional Marine Mammal Observers, underwater
marine mammal monitors and automatic sediment monitoring
ensure that Dragados delivers world-class construction with
a minimum impact for the diverse species that inhabit this
important area of Scotland.

The North Breakwater’s core material and rock armour
placing is now well advanced, as well as the almost 3,000
accropode units that will constitute the final protection for this
essential structure. These accropodes are manufactured in
our production facility on site, where we make approximately
31 units per day.
In addition, the 22 massive caisson units that will make the
East and North Quay, as well as the South East Pier of the
new harbour have been manufactured, and we will witness
the arrival of the first of these units in the coming weeks.
These 50-metres-long caissons will be placed on the seabed
to create the closed sections of the quay. The placing of the
first caissons will be another significant milestone for the
project.
The dredging and the rock pre-treatment and removal teams
on site are working tirelessly to create the necessary depth
for the new harbour, and so they will continue over the
coming months.

Our Visitor Centre continues to provide a hub for our
community engagement activities, with over 3,000 visitors
to date. Everybody is welcome to visit and learn more
about the project, especially the future generations that will
hopefully be inspired by the magnitude and complexity of
the works underway. We would like to thank our Community
Ambassadors who are key to the smooth operation of the
centre. In addition, our Community Investment Fund continues
to economically support a number of non-profit groups that
provide vital services to the local community. Likewise, we
encourage all the groups to apply for our TimeBank initiative,
that could help them put their ideas into action.
All of this makes us very proud of our work and motivated to
keep working as a Team, with Aberdeen Harbour Board, Doig
and Smith, ARUP and all our subcontractors and suppliers
always side by side.
Yours sincerely,

What’s your favourite part of the North East?
I like the A939 road, which runs through the most beautiful
parts of the Cairngorms National Park. It is the apotheosis of
all the best roads in Scotland. Out of the North East I really like
Dunrobin Castle, located in Golspie.
How do you spend your free time?
I enjoy long distance driving and have religiously devoted
entire weekends purely for driving and exploration. I enjoy
listening to rock and jazz music, and regularly collect old vinyl.
I also like to watch movies and have a particular fondness for
avant-garde cinema.
Tell us about your professional career.
I have been working as a civil engineer for over 15 years
and have been heavily involved in the design and project
management aspects of the field. I enjoy it, because there are
always new problems and I like coming up with innovative
ways to solve them, whilst challenging more archaic methods.
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What does it mean for an engineer to be part of a project like
the Aberdeen Harbour Expansion Project?
Working for AHEP not only gives me the opportunity to utilise
my current skills, but it also allows me to get involved in areas
of work that I previously had no experience in. Every day
brings a new challenge, and I also enjoy working in a highpressure environment.
What does it mean for an engineer to be part of Dragados?
It is an absolute privilege to be working for a company like
Dragados, who have a strong international presence and
are experienced in a multitude of areas throughout the
construction industry. I look forward to contributing to the
company and developing my career with them in current and
any future projects.
What’s the most challenging aspect of your position?
Trying to cater for everybody’s different needs and
requirements. Designers often find it difficult to explain
complicated ideas to people with little to no technical
knowledge, but feel that I have been quite successful in
achieving this so far.
And what’s the most rewarding?
Knowing that the solution that I have put forward is a success,
firstly in terms of safety, and then buildability, whilst also
ensuring that the cost is kept to a minimum.
How do you think the Aberdeen Harbour Expansion Project
will impact this region?
I think that the project has a huge potential to contribute
significantly to Aberdeen, whilst providing a huge boost to the
economy and providing new job opportunities throughout the
city.

Contact us to ask questions, provide comments, make a
complaint or find out more about the Aberdeen Harbour
Expansion Project:
Call us on the Project Hotline: 0800 471 4829
Email us at: contactusAHEP@dragados.com
Our Community Engagement team will be pleased to
respond to you as soon as possible.

Jose Luis Manso

www.ahep.co.uk

BR E A K WATE R CO NSTR U CTIO N;
R E A DY F O R F INA L P U SH
Activities supporting the construction
of the South Harbour North Breakwater
progress towards 2018 completion.
Ashleigh, subcontracted for the construction of the
650-metres North Breakwater at Nigg Bay, have
commenced the final phase of a protective structure that
will be completed by the end of this year, and which will
mark an essential landmark for the development.
The works undertaken by Ashleigh include the placement
of over 350,000 tonnes of breakwater core material, which
is then to be coated with over 90,000 tonnes of rock
armour in 1 to 3 tonnes and 3 to 6 tonnes grades.

The primary protection to the breakwater is provided by
the placement of almost 2,400 precast concrete accropode
units, each weighing 20 tonnes, which are to be placed
to depths of 8 metres below chart datum. The accropode
placement is controlled by both 3D GPS machine guidance
systems and the use of live 3D Echoscope imagery for the
accurate location and interlocking of units placed below
water.
“Ashleigh are delighted to be involved with one of the
most challenging and prestigious marine civil engineering
projects currently being undertaken in the UK”, a
representative for Ashleigh said.
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WHAT’ S NEW

LOOK AHEAD
T H R EE M O N T H LO O K AH EAD : September 2018 to November 2018

D R AGA D O S U K STA F F
INSP I R E S F U TU R E
G E NE R ATIO NS I N STE M
SU BJ E CTS
Personnel from the Aberdeen Harbour
Expansion Project visited the Aberdeen
Science Centre between 11th July and
15th August.
Dragados UK staff from the Aberdeen Harbour
Expansion Project carried out a Summer cycle
of visits to the Aberdeen Science Centre,
where children and young adults from the
North East of Scotland could learn more about
this £350 million development.
This was a great opportunity to meet some
of the professionals behind the harbour
expansion, one of the most ambitious
engineering projects in Scotland for many
decades.

AH EP E M P LOY E E S E N J OY TH E
FANTAST IC FA M ILY DAY 2 018
Staff and operatives’ family members
at the Aberdeen Harbour Expansion
Project had the opportunity to visit
their loved ones’ workplace in an
exciting day.
Partners and children of the employees at
Dragados UK, Aberdeen Harbour, Doig + Smith and
subcontractors enjoyed a delicious breakfast and
a site visit where they could see the Accropode
Production Facility and the Visitor Centre.
The chosen date for the Family Day was Saturday 1st
September 2018, and about 80 adults and 30 children
attended the event.
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Children under 7 years old, who couldn’t visit the
Accropode Production Facility, stayed at the Site
Canteen, where they got their faces painted, made
some slime and unleashed their creativity with loads of
fun games.
One of the main surprises was the unveiling of a
massive accropode, which was placed by the site
Welfare Unit so that everyone could admire their real
size get a picture with them.
“It has been really fun and I am happy to finally see
where dad works and also to meet other children
whose parents work at this project,” Daniel, 9, said.

Engineers, designers, environmentalists, health
and safety executives and quantity surveyors
working at the AHEP visited the Aberdeen
Science Centre to talk to children and young
adults interested in science, technology,
engineering and mathematics (STEM) about
their daily work, challenges and why they
chose these careers. In addition, they enjoyed
responding to every question about the
project, their career and challenges, and all
the rewarding moments that the construction
industry has given them.

V ISITO R CE NT R E R EVAM P S
W ITH NE W TE M P O R ARY
E X HI BI TI O N
The Aberdeen Harbour Expansion
Project Visitor Centre bids farewell
to the social history of Torry panels
and sets up additional environmental
information from neighbouring
organisations.
Brand-new information boards from the
environmental agencies JNCC (Joint Nature
Conservation Committee) and SEPA (Scottish
Environmental Protection Agency), located at
Inverdee House, Torry, have been installed
at the Aberdeen Harbour Expansion Project
Visitor Centre and will be part of the exhibition
for a duration of 6 months.
The new panels have replaced the boards
granted by Torry Memories and Heritage
Society, which included old photos and texts
about the social history of Torry, including the
WW2, Torry Battery, Old Torry and the local
schools decades ago.
“Seen by over 2,000 visitors, the historical
panels of Torry have been a really successful
exhibition and we are sure that the new boards
handed over by JNCC and SEPA will be at
least as liked as the previous exhibition,” a
Dragados UK representative said.
Located at Walker Park, by the Girdle Ness
Lighthouse, the Aberdeen Harbour Expansion
Project Visitor Centre is open on Saturdays
from 10am to 3pm and from Monday to Friday
by appointment.
If you would like to arrange a visit for your
education establishment, professional
organisation or community group please
contact contactusAHEP@dragados.com or call
0800 471 4829.

WORKS PROGRAMME

TIMELINE

COMMUNITY IMPACT

PLANNED MITIGATION

Dredging

Dredging will continue for the
coming weeks/months. 2018
season will end once weather
constraints impact on the
dredging operations.

Current noise levels.

Noise and vibration monitoring have been installed at
key locations to ensure that legal
levels are maintained at all times.

Saint Fittick’s/Coast Junction
Road Realignment (including
Coastal and Cycle path at
junction area)

St Fittick’s/Coast Road
realignment will continue
throughout the 3-month look
ahead period. Civil works on
Greyhope Road will start in
mid-September.

Current levels of construction
traffic.

Open Quays

Piling activities will continue
throughout the 3-month look
ahead period.

Current levels of construction
traffic.

Quarterly Newsletter and Website Updates to keep
public informed of progress.
Quarterly Newsletter and Website Updates to keep
public informed of progress.

Local traffic management at
St. Fitticks Junction may occur
during specific operations.
Quarterly Newsletter and Website Updates to keep
public informed of progress.

Current noise levels.
North Breakwater

North Breakwater progress
will continue throughout the
3-month look ahead period.

Current levels of construction
traffic.
Current noise levels.

Caisson fabrication &
transport

Caissons production is
completed. First caissons
arrived in Scotland by sea at
the beginning of September
2018.

Current levels of construction
traffic.
Current noise levels.

Heavy Goods Vehicles (HGV) traffic serving the project
are restricted to an access/egress route to the south
of the site on Coast Road and Hareness Road. Only
exceptional loads will be permitted to deviate from this
route.
Heavy Goods Vehicles (HGV) traffic serving the project
are restricted to an access/egress route to the south
of the site on Coast Road and Hareness Road. Only
exceptional loads will be permitted to deviate from this
route.
HGVs carrying bulk material for the project can be
recognised through the AHEP identification plate they
have on their door.
Quarterly Newsletter and Website Updates to keep
public informed of progress.

Caisson fabrication &
transport

Caissons production is
completed. First caissons
arrived in Scotland by sea at
the beginning of September
2018.

None

Quarterly Newsletter and Website Updates to keep
public informed of progress.

East Quay

Rock bedding started in July
2018 and will take place
throughout the 3-month look
ahead period.

No community impact, since
material will be brought into site
by barge.

Quarterly Newsletter and Website Updates to keep
public informed of progress.

Caisson sinking will start in
September 2018.
Rock Pre-treatment and
removal

Rock Pre-treatment and
removal started in August
2018 at the centre of Nigg
Bay. This activity will start as
well in the South Breakwater
at the end of September 2018.
These activities will continue
throughout the 3-month look
ahead period.

Small vibration may be noted
in the closest areas to the
development.

Noise and vibration monitoring are installed at key
locations to ensure that legal levels are maintained at all
times. Underwater Noise Monitoring, Bubble Curtain and
Marine Mammal Observers to protect the marine fauna,
complying with regulatory consents.

Nigg Bay utilities

Activities regarding relocation
of utilities located in Nigg Bay
(East Tullos Burn outfall, UFI
outfall and Marine Scotland
intake) will take place
throughout the 3-month look
ahead period.

Current levels of construction
activity.

Quarterly Newsletter and Website Updates to keep
public informed of progress.

South Breakwater

Access and land works started
at the South Breakwater in
May 2018, and will continue
throughout the 3-month look
ahead period.

Increase of construction traffic.

Heavy Goods Vehicles (HGV) traffic serving the project
are restricted to an access/egress route to the south
of the site on Coast Road and Hareness Road. Only
exceptional loads will be permitted to deviate from this
route.

www.ahep.co.uk

