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VISITOR CE NT RE

Dragados UK, principal contractor for the Aberdeen
Harbour Expansion Project, will open the project
Visitor Centre to the general public in January 2018.
Located in Walker Park, by Girdle Ness Lighthouse, the Visitor Centre
will be open to the general public on Saturdays from 10am to 3pm from
the 20th of January 2018 until the completion of the project – except for
major holiday periods.
The Centre will afford schools, universities, professional and community
groups, as well as the general public all over the North East of Scotland,
the opportunity to gain insight into the construction project.
The project Visitor Centre, to remain open throughout the duration of the
works, contains information about the history of Aberdeen Harbour, the
different construction activities carried out as part of this development,
the environmental protection measures being deployed, and some of the
history of the local area. Furthermore, the location of the Centre offers
the opportunity to see real-time works from a privileged position.
Moreover, education establishments as well as community and
professional groups and organisations are welcome to arrange their visits
from Monday to Friday between 9am and 5pm. The Visitor Centre also
aims to be a hub in the area, hosting community and professional events,
talks and presentations.
If you wish to arrange a visit for your group or ask a question regarding
the Visitor Centre, please drop an email to contactusAHEP@dragados.
com or call 0800 4714829.
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PROJECT NEWS
PROJ E CT DI REC TO R’ S C O R N ER
WELCOME to the third issue of the Aberdeen
Harbour Expansion Project Quarterly Newsletter.
During the last quarter, we achieved significant progress in terms of
the construction schedule. We have established our project office in a
compound within the development site; we have completed almost 200
metres of the North Breakwater Construction, with Accropodes placed as
the final layer of breakwater protection; and the Accropode Production
Facility at the South Compound is nearing completion, allowing us to
manufacture on site the units that will be used throughout the project. In
addition, our Community Investment Fund has awarded funds to seven
organisations in the area, and we have welcomed the first Community
Ambassador in our team.
These are important milestones in the fulfilment of our goals. Furthermore,
we are especially proud to be able to invite local organisations and
members of the public to visit us and learn more about the Aberdeen
Harbour Expansion Project, one of the most exciting marine engineering
projects underway in Europe. Our Visitor Centre, opening for the first
time on the 20th of January 2018, has been specifically designed to give
the members of the public a real insight into the many different aspects
related to this construction project. We strongly encourage members of the
community to take advantage of this opportunity and come to visit us.
Finally, I would like to wish all our neighbours a Merry Christmas and a
Happy 2018. We will continue working to ensure that compliance with
Health and Safety standards, the fulfilment of every Environmental
regulation, and respect for the local community remain our main priorities
for this project.

COMPLETED
TASKS
November 2017

Accropode Stationary Production
Necessary to produce Accropode units for Phase
1 of the North Breakwater. It has also provided a
stock of Accropodes for the duration of the project.
November 2017

Visitor Centre
The local community will gain access to
information on the construction process, the
engineering activities, environmental management,
and other topics of interest, through visits, talks
and events. It will also support the delivery of the
Community Ambassador Programme.
December 2017

North Breakwater Construction - Phase 1

Winter Closure Protection in place to avoid
damage to the Breakwater during the winter
season.
December 2017

Piling Access for Drilling / Blasting / Cores
Necessary for the land blasting operation and
geotechnical investigations.

Yours sincerely
Jose Enrique Perez

DRAGADOS STAFF ‘WEAR IT
PINK’ IN SUPPORT OF BREST
CANCER AWARENESS
Dragados UK staff have joined the ‘Wear
it Pink’ campaign, working to increase
breast cancer awareness and funding.
Part of Breast Cancer Awareness Month,
a worldwide annual campaign involving
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thousands of organisations, ‘Wear it Pink’
highlights the importance of breast cancer
awareness, education and research.
Every year, thousands of people across
the country take part in this initiative for
Breast Cancer Now, in one of the biggest
fundraising events in the UK.
“On 20th of October we wear pink, raise
money and make life-saving research

happen. Why? Because breast cancer is
still here. It’s still tearing apart the lives of
families and it’s still taking the lives of the
women we love on a heartbreaking scale,”
Breast Cancer Now state.
For this reason, Dragados UK staff
celebrated their own ‘Wear it Pink’ event,
raising funds and helping increase breast
cancer awareness.
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WHAT’S NEW

ACCROPODE
PRODUCTION
FACILITY TAKES
SHAPE
DRAGADOS UK SUPPORTS SEVEN
TORRY COMMUNITY PROJECTS
The Dragados UK Community Investment
Fund associated with the Aberdeen Harbour
Expansion Project (AHEP) has awarded grants
for the first time since the construction started,
supporting good causes in the local community.
A total of seven non-profit organisations
operating in Torry will benefit from the fund ,
allowing them to develop a range of projects and
initiatives in the area. Reviewed and selected
by the AHEP Community Benefit Steering
Group, consisting of Dragados UK, Aberdeen
Harbour Board, Aberdeen City Council, Skills
Development Scotland, Construction Industry
Training Board, Aberdeen Council for Voluntary
Organisations and North East Scotland College,
the funding has been awarded to:
- Alcohol & Drugs Action
- Greyhope Bay Ltd
- Royal Northern Countryside Initiative (RNCI)
- Sistema / Big Noise Torry
- Torry Community Group
- Torry Memories & Heritage Society
- VictoriArt Road
One of the selected organisations, the charity
Alcohol & Drugs Action, will utilise the funds
gained to deliver their ‘Positive Destinations
– Improving opportunities for young people in
Torry’ project, a 12-week course aimed at young
people in S3/S4 who are engaging in, or who
are at risk of engaging in harmful behaviours by
using alcohol and drugs.
The desired outcomes will be “to assist young
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people in working towards positive destinations
away from risky and harmful activities, whether
that is improved attendance at school, applying
to college or venturing out in to the work place,”
Alcohol & Drugs Action state.
Greyhope Bay Ltd. funds will go towards their
‘Bridge’ Project, a temporary facility that will be
used as an exhibit and café space in Greyhope
Road, supporting their goal to build a permanent
facility in the area that aims to boost Aberdeen
as a tourist destination.
Sistema Scotland’s Big Noise Torry will use the
funds to support the growth of their established
programmes that have proved so successful in
providing Torry children with free music tuition in
their after-school programme.
Royal Northern Countryside Initiative, Torry
Community Group, Torry Memories & Heritage
Society and VictoriArt Road are also being
provided with funds, helping them continue their
positive work within the local community.
New applications to be opened in February 2018
The Dragados UK Community Investment Fund
will help charities, education establishments and
groups operating in Torry during the 3 years of
construction.
Applications will be reopened on the 1st of
February 2018 and closed on the 31st of March
2018. Every not-for-profit organisation operating
in the areas surrounding the Aberdeen
Harbour Expansion Project can apply for
economic support for their initiatives in the local
community.

A new feature of the
Gregness skyline, Dragados
UK’s accropode production
facility building, is taking
shape as its construction
progresses.
The building, which is 15 metres high
and 120 metres long, will be home to
the ‘double loop track carousel’, which
will be used to manufacture some
9,000 accropodes, to be used in the
project.
The accropodes, which vary in weight
from 20 to 40 tonnes, will be used as
outer armour for the north and south
breakwaters, which are designed to
shelter the new South Harbour. Due
to the weight of the units, they exert
a significant downward force when
placed as the final layer of breakwater
protection, and this ensures that the
force of the waves cannot displace
the other, inner, layers. The complex
geometrical shape of the accropodes
also allows each individual unit to be
interlocked with another, forming a
single, incredibly strong entity, able to
withstand all weather conditions.
The north breakwater is scheduled
to be completed by 2019, with
construction of the South Breakwater
to commence in 2018.
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COFFEE BREAK
M EET FE NNE L L A
Receptionist
Where in Scotland are you from?
I’m from Aberdeen City Centre, born and bred.
How was your childhood/adolescence in
Aberdeen/shire?
It was a good time. I was very active: loads of
swimming competitions, for the Westhill Club
and for the Robert Gordon’s College, horse
riding in Stonehaven, hockey… I was also part of
the school choir, so I’ve sung many times in St.
Nicholas Kirk.

Place: Aberdeen
Dish: Anything with chilli on top
Sport: Swimming. I’m like a mermaid
Movie: Jumanji. Actually, any movie with Robin
Williams
Song: Umbrella, by Rihanna, probably because
all my friends change the word ‘umbrella’ for
‘Fennella’
Perfect weekend for you is… a spa day with
some cocktails and some spicy food

What’s the best of Aberdeen?
Duthie Park is lovely, especially in summer. The
coastline is beautiful, and we are really lucky to
have so many green areas. Also, the people: I
think the majority of the people in the city are
friendly.
How do you spend your free time in
Aberdeen?
There are loads of things to do. I love to go for
coffee or for brunch on Sundays with my friends,
to places like Rye & Soda, Books and Beans, or
Valerie’s. I also enjoy going hiking around lakes,
Bennachie, Stonehaven… Or just going for a
walk with my dog to Duthie Park; we both enjoy
so much.
Can you sum up your professional career?
I went to the London School of Makeup and
Beauty, where I passed with distinction. I
stayed in London as a freelancer working at

weddings, fashion shows, and all kind of events.
The reason why I decided to come back was
because London was too big for me. That was
already two years ago.
How did you end up in Dragados UK?
When I came back I worked in temporary
positions in the Oil & Gas industry, until I got this
job for Dragados UK.
What’s the most challenging aspect of this
position?
Actually, I haven’t had any challenging situations
so far. Everyone’s lovely here, I’ve never had any
problem… knock on wood.
And what’s the most rewarding?
When someone’s having a bad day and I can
cheer that person up, change their mood... I’m
like managing the moral of the office, keeping
everyone happy. I’m genuinely happy helping
staff, visitors, and everyone.
How do you think the Harbour Expansion will
impact this region?
Greatly. Because the Oil & Gas industry is slowly
picking up, having a larger and modern Harbour
will provide more jobs once the industry is fully
recovered, and will help put Aberdeen in the
map again. It will also allow more tourists… It will
bring more money in the city. There are endless
possibilities.

LOO K AH EAD
WORKS PROGRAMME

TIMELINE

COMMUNITY IMPACT

PLANNED MITIGATION

Enabling Works: all works related
to site investigations, such as
Ground Investigation, Unexploded
Ordinance, Utilities Location,
Traffic Management, etc.

Commenced in January 2017. They will
continue throughout the 3-month look
ahead period.

Current levels of construction
activity.

Quarterly Newsletter and
Website Updates to keep public
informed of progress.

Compounds Construction

Commenced in May 2017. It will continue
throughout the 3-month look ahead
period.

Current levels of construction
traffic.

Quarterly Newsletter and
Website Updates to keep public
informed of progress.

Acropode Production Facility. It
will allow Accropode units to be
produced on site.

Commenced in September 2017. To be
completed by February 2018

Current levels of construction
activity.
Current levels of construction
traffic.

Quarterly Newsletter and
Website Updates to keep public
informed of progress.

Greyhope Road Realignment

Works started in November 2017. It will
continue throughout the 3-month look
ahead period.

Increase of construction traffic.

Quarterly Newsletter and
Website Updates to keep public
informed of progress.

YOU R
QU E ST I ON S
AN SW E RE D
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Contact us to ask questions, provide comments, make a complaint or find
out more about the Aberdeen Harbour Expansion Project:
Call us on the Project Hotline: 0800 471 4829
Email us at: contactusAHEP@dragados.com
Our Community Engagement team will be pleased to respond to you as soon
as possible.
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