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Aberdeen Harbour from Entrance: Point Law Tank Farm Centre Left, Pocra Quay on right
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Section 1 : Introduction and Policy
1.1

Purpose of the Plan
This Oil Spill Contingency Plan is designed to guide Aberdeen Harbour Board’s
response personnel through the processes required to manage an oil spill
originating from operations within or approaching their Harbour.
The requirement to have an Oil Spill Contingency Plan for Harbours, Ports and Oil
Handling Terminals around UK waters has been formalised by the Merchant
Shipping (Oil Pollution Preparedness, Response and Co-operation Convention)
Regulations 1998, which implements the International Convention on Oil Pollution
Preparedness, Response and Co-operation, 1990 (OPRC, 1990). The convention,
adopted by the International Maritime Organisation (IMO) is aimed to “mitigate the
consequences of major oil pollution incidents involving, in particular, ships, offshore
units, sea ports and oil handling facilities”.
This plan has been prepared in accordance with the “Oil Spill Contingency Plan
Guidelines for Ports, Harbours & Oil handling Facilities “ issued by the Maritime and
Coastguard Agency who are responsible for applying the regulations to all
Harbours, Ports and Oil handling facilities in the UK.

1.1.1 Consultation
This document has been compiled in consultation with the following statutory
bodies and Authorities:

1.2

•

Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA)

•

Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH)

•

Marine Scotland

•

Aberdeen City Council

•

Aberdeen Harbour Board

•

Harbour Base and Terminal Managers

Use of the Plan
This plan is specifically for operations within Aberdeen Harbour, the associated
pilotage area and for vessels passing through Aberdeen Harbour Board’s
Boundaries as shown in Section 1.3. The plan is designed to initiate an appropriate
oil spill response in the event of an incident. It details a tiered response strategy
that is in accordance with UK legislative requirements and takes into account the
spill risk associated with the operation; the nature of the hydrocarbons that could be
spilt; the prevailing meteorological and hydrographic conditions and the
environmental sensitivity of the surrounding areas.
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Area of Operation
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Plan of Aberdeen Harbour showing Harbour boundary
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Identification of the Roles and Responsibilities of Parties
Associated with this Plan
Within the UK there is an adopted structure and procedure for response to Marine
Oil Spills, which clearly defines the roles and responsibilities of Industry, UK
Government (including environmental agencies) and Local Maritime Authorities.
Each statutory body has a designated area of jurisdiction within zones extending
from the High Water Mark up to 200nm or the UK Territorial Limit.
The competent national authority designated to oversee all matters pertaining to the
OPRC convention under the Merchant Shipping Act 1995 and the Merchant
Shipping and the Maritime Security Act 1997 is the Maritime and Coastguard
Agency (MCA).

1.4.1 SOSREP Role
The Secretary of State’s Representatives (SOSREP) role was created as part of the
Government’s response to Lord Donaldson’s Review of Salvage and Intervention
and their command and control.
With the creation of the SOSREP role and the appointment of Hugh Shaw as the
most recent SOSREP he is able to, on behalf of the Secretary of State, oversee,
control and if necessary to intervene and exercise “ultimate command and control”
acting in the over-riding interest of the UK in salvage operations within the UK
waters involving vessels or fixed platforms where there is a significant risk of
pollution.
The SOSREP cannot abdicate his responsibility. Whether or not he has exercised
any intervention powers at all, he must be in no doubt whatsoever that he is in
charge and will be held responsible for the outcome of all plans and decisions.
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HMRC 12nm
JURISDICTION

HWS LWS
AUTHORITY
Harbour
Authority

1NM

3NM

6NM

12NM

200NM

(All operations within Harbour Boundary)

Local Authority1

(Oil Spill Response out of Harbour Boundary)

MCA

(Oil Spill Response – Monitor, advise)

MCA (HMCG)

(Search & Rescue)

SNH/ JNCC2

(Conservation of the natural heritage)

Marine Scotland3

(Protection of the Marine Environment and Fisheries)

SEPA4

(Water Quality)

HMRC

(Import Duty)

(JNCC)

Key: 1Local

2SNH

Authority

It does not have a statutory obligation but, under a duty of care, it
undertakes the obligation from HWS to LWS

/JNCC

SNH requires to be notified up to 12nm. JNCC’s remit extends from the 12
nm limit up to 200nm

3Marine
4SEPA:

Scotland:

Advise on use of dispersants and allow or ban such use
Requires to be notified on Water Quality Issues up to 3nm

1.4.3 Roles and Responsibilities of Concerned Authorities
In the event of an oil spill incident, Aberdeen Harbour Board will be responsible for
the overall co-ordination of the spill response.
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1.4.4 Vessels in Transit
The statutory duty for reporting and dealing with pollution from any vessel en route
to the Port of Aberdeen, prior to entering the Aberdeen Harbour Board’s Pilotage
area, lies with the Master and vessel owners. After commencing pilotage to
Aberdeen through the designated area of jurisdiction covered by this plan, reporting
and response to any pollution incident will be co-ordinated through the Aberdeen
Harbour Board’s Oil Spill Contingency Plan.
The roles and responsibilities of all authorities requiring notification in the event of a
spill and the appropriate paths of communication to be followed in the event of a
spill are shown in Section 3.6 of this Plan.

1.5

Scope of the Plan
This Plan has been compiled to cover the response to any spillage caused by or
during operations associated with safe passage to or from the Port of Aberdeen and
within the jurisdiction of Aberdeen Harbour Board.
The scope of the Plan covers response to all the “Essential Elements” contained
within the MCA Oil Spill Contingency Guidelines for Ports, Harbours & Oil Handling
Facilities.
The Plan indicates the Tier 1 response available at the port relevant to the
perceived risk through normal operations as well as a mechanism for calling upon
Tier 2 or 3 response in the event of an abnormal incident or major accident
requiring the Harbour Board’s involvement. A definition of the tiered levels used in
this Port are shown below and the process of response escalation is described in
Section 1.8 with notifications in Part 2 Section 6.1.

Response Tier

Definition

Contained
Operational Spills.

These are spills, which are contained on the ship or dockside and do
not enter the water.

Tier 1:

Operational spills where events can be controlled by onsite resources.
A Tier 1 spill is not likely to require recourse to intervention by
resources outwith the port, an external incident response organisation
or external authorities, except for purposes of notification.

Tier 2:

Tier 3:

Ref. No: P010

Medium sized spills that will be handled by Harbour Personnel and a
nominated contractor or other external assistance as nominated within
this plan.
Larger spills or a loss of containment incident that will require full
involvement of other authorities and possible mobilisation of Tier 3
and national stockpiles.
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1.5.1 Hazardous & Noxious Substances
The term HNS embraces thousands of different chemicals that may react with air,
or water, or with each other, and in themselves, or in reaction, present a very wide
range of hazards and pollution effects therefore the response to an incident has to
be tailored to the individual circumstances. Briggs Environmental Services are
equipped to deal with HNS incidents. The procedures in this plan in conjunction
with the Grampian LRP Aberdeen Harbour Plan and the Port Emergency Plan
should be followed. HNS incidents should be a least a Tier 2 response.

1.6

Risk Assessment
A Risk Assessment to meet with OPRC Contingency planning requirements for
Ports & Terminals has been completed by Briggs Marine Environmental Services
Ltd on the basis of a format previously agreed with MCA.
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Aerial Photograph of Aberdeen Harbour
1.6.1 Scope of Assessment
This assessment covers operations from the point where vessels enter the
jurisdiction of Aberdeen Harbour Board on passage to or from Aberdeen. The Port
Boundary commences from a line between the North Pier and the South
Breakwater and thence up through the Harbour to a line drawn across the River
Dee at the Wellington Bridge.
In compliance with the Merchant Shipping (Ship to Ship Transfers) (Amendment)
Regulations 2012 all bunkering and tanker operations to/from shore installations
and road tankers must be undertaken while the vessel is securely moored
alongside within the port. Cargo Oil transfers between vessels is not permitted.

1.6.2 Factors of Assessment
Aberdeen Harbour is the principal commercial port serving the north-east of
Scotland. The port is the major marine support centre for the North Sea oil and
gas industry. The harbour consists of specialist offshore oil industry supply bases,
extensive multi-user quays and ample deep water berthing served by a modern
crane fleet. Comprehensive facilities are available for handling all types of general
cargo including containers, forestry products and grain. There are regular shipping
services to Orkney, Shetland and Scandinavia via ro-ro services catering for cargo
and passengers. The port has around 8,000 arrivals and sailings per annum. The
port receives Fuel Oils and Petroleum products with an annual tonnage of
approximately 1,015,206 tonnes involving some 230 tanker deliveries.
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1.6.2.1 Pre arrival checks
All tankers are required to report their operational condition in accordance with
Marine Statutory Regulations (Schedule 2), vessels are also required to submit
Aberdeen Harbour’s Pre Arrival Notification which shows the operational condition
of equipment on board this is normally done via the ship’s agent. The Master of an
incoming vessel is given full instructions by the Vessel Traffic services (VTS) prior
to entering port limits, this includes any navigational information, confirmation of the
tidal condition and any anchorage position if appropriate. In order to ensure that
vessels passage is controlled, the vessel is directed to the Pilot boarding area and
advised of any changes needed in the approach. Vessel pilotage can be arranged
via pre-notification from the Agent, Charterer or Base Operator. Pilotage can also
be arranged via direct contact from the ship one hour before arrival, when the
vessel draft is checked. Vessel passage is arranged by consultation between the
Master and pilot, after the pilot has boarded the vessel, and before entering the
Port. If the Master of the vessel reports any leaking oil the Pilot will report it to VTS.
If the vessel does not request a pilot the Master contacts VTS before entering the
Port.

1.6.2.2 Passage Restrictions to safe berth
Vessel entry to port may be restricted by weather conditions, operational control or
tidal constraints. Navigation within the port is under strict control by VTS
Maximum dimensions and size for vessels entering Aberdeen Port are: draft 8.5m,
length 165m and beam 30m. The clearances of channels and berths are surveyed
at regular intervals as per the Board’s Safety Management System. The channels
are dredged every year and the berths are dredged as required. The Navigation
channel has a maximum designed width of 70m and a controlling depth at MHWS
of 10.30m. At a spring tide of 10.2m a vessel of 6m draft will have a clearance of
3.8 metres. The range of tides at spring tides is 3.70m and at neap tides is 1.80m.
The majority of jetties within the port are closed pile

1.6.2.3 Type of berthing operation and size of tugs available
All berths are alongside quays, although at some berths oilfield supply vessels may
be berthed up to three deep. Tugs are available within the Port through a licensed
Tug Operator. An agreement exists which retains one tug permanently in Aberdeen,
however in practice there are two tugs most of the time. The Tugs ‘Cultra’ and
‘Carrickfergus’ have a bollard pull of 30 tonnes each. A third tug is available with
notice.
Berthing assistance is also available from licensed boatmen, harbour operations
staff on the quayside if required, and a Pilot Cutter which can assist smaller
vessels.
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Berthing failure conclusion
Berthing failure is considered to be a low-level risk in the port due to the Port
Control in place and the wide variety of assistance available including pilots, tugs,
quayside boatmen & pilot cutter. The majority of all visiting tankers are fitted with
bow thrusters and are highly manoeuvrable
The size and type of vessel using the Port is such that the result of collision
damage to the largest Cargo tank, on vessels that utilise the port, taking into
consideration hydrostatic pressure is calculated to be 250 tonnes of Marine Gas Oil.

1.6.2.4 Analysis of oil cargo transfer and fuel bunkering operations
Vessel Operations
All Oil Cargo transfer operations are carried out at the Caledonian Oil, ASCO and
Peterson tank farms within the main port area. East Torry Quay, Halls Quay,
Clipper Quay, Duthies Quay and Albert Quay has fuel points which are supplied
from the various tank farms. The average size of vessels that discharge into these
terminals is about 4,000Dwt. Caledonian Oil occasionally uses vessels of 6400Dwt.
All vessels that are involved in oil transfer operations have been previously
inspected by Caledonian Oil, Peterson or ASCO respective ship auditing service.
This process is based on risk assessment and ensures that the vessels being used
by these companies are maintained and operated to the highest industry standards
and as such the likelihood of operational failures is significantly reduced.

1.6.2.5 Terminal Operations
Tanker operations are carried out using specialised loading facilities operated by
several companies as detailed below. There are a total of approximately 8000
fuelling operations at berths during the year.
Facility users
Pointlaw Terminal : The Pointlaw tank farm is operated by Caledonian Oil and is
located at the point between the River Dee and Albert Basin, it is served by Albert
Quay and Mearns Quay. The jetty receives 107 tankers and delivers 169,573,900
ltrs of bunkers per annum. Fuels including Motor Spirit, Diesel, Gas Oil and
Kerosene are stored in a tank farm consisting of 15 tanks. The tank farm covers an
area of approximately 4.5 acres. The drains from around the tanks and the gantry
loading area run into an Interceptor. All tanks are fully bunded and fitted with overfill
alarms. All fuel cargo transfers are carried out in accordance with well-established
and recorded instructions. Fuel transfer operations are suspended in inclement
weather (if wind speed exceeds 43 knots). There are five 8” diameter pipelines
from the jetty to the tank farm; no flexible hoses are used. The isolation valve is
located at the jetty manifold.
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Peterson : The Seabase Tank Farm is located along Waterloo Quay, at the
extension of York Place, at the south eastern end of Victoria Dock. There are two
tanks which are replenished via tanker (1 per week) deliveries to Pocra Quay and
supply 165,662 tonnes of bunkers per annum.. Approximately 44 bunkering
operations of an average 200 tonnes each are undertaken at this location per
month.
The Pocra Base Tank Farm, located on the northern side of the Tidal Harbour, has
a capacity of 2,000,000 ltrs and is also operated by Peterson and is connected to
Seabase by pipeline. On average 10 vessels per month are bunkered at Pocra
Base

ASCO is an offshore supply and logistics group receives 464,400 tonnes per
annum. It operates at various locations throughout Aberdeen Harbour : Pocra
Quay, Mearns Quay, Torry Marine Base. The tank farms managed by ASCO
supply fuel to vessels of a variety of clients including Shell, Total and Team Marine.
i) A tank farm is located at the junction of North Esplanade East and Midchingle
Road. and receives 31 tankers per year There are four tanks and products are
imported and exported by road tankers and by sea.
ii) A second tank farm, with berthing facilities, receiving 159 tankers per year is
located at Torry Quay Berth 2 on the southern side of the River Dee, adjacent to
Sinclair Road. There are 8 tanks on site. Oil is imported using two loading arms,
located at the quayside within the Torry Marine Base. A gantry also allows fuel to
be loaded into road tankers. If required oil can be imported at this location and
pumped via pipelines to the tank farm at South Esplanade East. Approx 25,000
tonnes of oil are imported per month. The tank farm stores Marine Gas Oil,
Kerosene, Derv and Base Oil..
iii) A third tank farm is located on the southern bank of the River Dee just below the
Victoria Bridge in Torry on South Esplanade East. The loading arms at Torry Quay
Berth 2 are located approximately 500m down river from the tank farm. Four
loading arms are used for importing oil. The tank farm stores Gas Oil, Derv,
Kerosene and Base Oil..
iv) A fourth is tank farm is located at Pocra Quay on the northern side of the tidal
harbour, the site covers just over 1 acre. The jetty is of closed pile, concrete
construction. The jetty receives 35 tankers per annum and the product received is
Marine Gas Oil. which is stored in 2 tanks. The tanks, which are fitted with overfill
alarms, are bunded and all drainage from around the tanks drains into an
interceptor. All fuel transfer operations are carried out with well-established
checklists with all pump rates recorded. There are two 8” pipelines from the jetty to
the tank farm. All cargo transfer is through a 90’ length of 6” hose. There is a
cargo isolation valve and a non-return valve in the line.
The pipelines which interconnect the tank farms are specified to ‘Schedule 80’
pipeline construction design and are rubber coated. They are rated to 425 psi and
are pressure tested on a three yearly cycle, as part ASCO’s maintenance
programme.
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As part of their service ASCO bunker approximately 109 vessels per month at their
Quayside facilities. . The majority of the bunkering activities are directly from a
manifold from the pipeline that passes along the quay. A ‘typical’ bunkering
operation will transfer 250 tonnes of fuel.
ASCO also bunker around 60 vessels per month from road tankers with either Gas
Oil or base oil. All bunkering from road tankers is via 3” hoses.

LOADING ARMS AT TORRY QUAY

Brandt
At a base located in South Esplanade East Brandt operate a business that reclaims
oil from mud cuttings imported from offshore platforms. The cuttings are delivered
to the facility in skips and also via pipeline from the Torry Quay Berth, the oil
separates in a process tank located inside a large warehouse. Oil is transported
from site via road tanker once per week, loading is from an isolation valve outside
the warehouse. The risk of spill is minimal from the operation
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1.6.2.6 Bunkering Operations
Bunkering operations via road tanker are carried out at various locations within the
Harbour. These operations are detailed below :

Northlink Ferries: Northlink Ferries operate regular ro-ro ferry sailings to Orkney
and Shetland. All vessels are bunkered by road tankers which deliver 24,101
tonnes of Fuel Oil to the vessels’ berthed alongside Jamieson’s Quay.
A comprehensive bunkering risk assessment for all fuel transfers has been carried
out and an oil spill response kit is located onboard the vessel. Peterson, the Road
Tanker Company contracted to deliver oil for Northlink, operates strict road tanker
procedures. The road tankers also carry spill response kits.

Caledonian Oil (Certas energy): Fuel bunkering of Gas Oil takes place alongside
Point Law using 3” hoses. Up to 50 vessels per month are bunkered, with an
average bunkering time of between 2 - 6 hours.
The isolation valve during
bunkering is located at the meter.

Asco Pocra: Bunkering operations of Marine Gas Oil takes place at a variety of
jetties and utilises an 80’ length of 3” hose. 27 vessels per month are fuelled with
an average bunker time of 5 hrs. From ASCO’s operating base at Pocra Quay fuel
can be supplied to 17 hydrant points for bunkering vessels. A manual isolation
valve is located at each bunker point.

Petersons, Bunkering operations of Marine Gas Oil takes place at Waterloo Quay
(Seabase) and Pocra Base via a 100’ length of 3” hose. At Waterloo Quay 44
bunkering operations of an average 200 tonnes each are undertaken at this location
per month. At Pocra Base on average 10 vessel bunker per month
Every bunker point at Seabase and Pocra Base has a manual isolation valve. There
is also a radio operated emergency shutdown valve within the tank farm at both
Seabase and Pocra Base.

Grampian Fuels Ltd (Certas Energy) : The total annual volume of fuel delivered
by road tankers is approximately 7652 tonnes with 83 bunkering operations
annually.

J Smith & Sons Ltd : On average they carry out around 5 bunker operations per
week which involves transferring 130 tonnes of oil.
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The average amount of Oil Products handled at the port in a one-year period is as
follows:
Tonnes
Diesel

179,231

Gas Oil

724,845

Motor Spirit

79,061

Base/Drilling Oil

26,067

Kerosene

32068

Size of hose and contents liable to be lost in the event of a loading arm failure:
• Arms used are 6” diameter and 20 m long. Average content being 400 litres
• Loading rate is 4000 litres per minute

Loading arm failure conclusion
Maximum amount due to overflow or failure would be approximately 2000 litres.
Size of hose and contents liable to be lost in the event of a Bunkering failure:
• Hoses used are 3” diameter and 20 m long. Average content being 100
litres
• Loading rate is 800-900 litres per minute

Bunkering
Size of hose and contents liable to be lost in the event of a bunkering failure :
• Hoses used are normally 3” diameter - 20m long. Average content is 100
litres.
• Vessels are also bunkered from 4” diameter pipelines. (Loading rate of 1600
litres per minute)
Bunkering failure conclusion
Maximum amount due to overflow or failure on a vessel could be up to 1500 litres.

Potential dock spillage:
•
•
•
•

Ref. No: P010

Operational Cargo loss
Operational Bunker loss 1,600 litres of Marine Gas Oil
Worst case loss of Cargo tank 250 tonnes Marine Gas Oil
Worst case loss of road tanker 25 tonnes
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Loading Arm Adjacent To ASCO Tank Farm

1.6.2.7 Other sources of potential oil spillage from routine port operations
•
•
•

Oil may be discharged into the Upper Dock via the Denburn adjacent to
Jamiesons Quay.
The removal and transport of waste oil
Oil may be discharged into the harbour via surface water drainage system especially in spate.

1.6.2.8 Scenario assessment for largest vessel capable of entering the Port (eg as
Port of refuge)
The port of Aberdeen is not considered suitable as a port of refuge owing to
exposure to easterly winds and the North Sea. Therefore the worst case threat
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comes from the largest vessels able to enter the ports during routine operations.
However, the final decision to use the Harbour as a “Place of Refuge would
ultimately rest with the SOSREP

1.6.3 Response strategy
The named consultees in this plan (Section 1.1) have agreed that oil spilled within
the dock system will be recovered using Tier 1 materials held in stock by the
Terminal Operators and Aberdeen Harbour Board or by appropriate Oil Spill
contractors. In the event that a Tier 2 spill occurs it will be recovered and disposed
of by Aberdeen Harbour Board’s Oil Spill contractor, nominated in this plan. Waste
arisings will be transported in accordance with the Control of Pollution Amendment
Act 1989 and disposed of in accordance with the Environmental Protection Act
1990, in consultation with SEPA. Due to the nature and speed of the River Dee,
which flows through the harbour, it is considered likely that any Tier 2 Spill will be
very difficult to effectively deal with, prior to it’s impacting on the shoreline.
In the majority of cases, any spillage of the size nominated within this study would
be allowed to evaporate and disperse naturally, unless heavy concentrations were
threatening an extremely sensitive area. In such a case attempts would be made to
mobilise local boats capable of sweeping the oil with sorbent booms in order to
reduce the amount of oil. This action would be undertaken with the advice of
Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) and Scottish Environment Protection Agency
(SEPA), especially with regard to the disposal of waste arisings.

1.6.4 Overall conclusion
All vessel movements within Aberdeen Harbour are well managed by Vessel Traffic
Services with set pilotage procedures. The majority of vessels have bow and stern
thrusters and are highly manoeuvrable. There is significant tanker movement within
the Port limits, it too is considered well controlled. However given the amount of
vessel movements, and the bunkering activity, Aberdeen Harbour must be seen as
a medium risk port area.
TIERED RESPONSE LEVELS DETERMINED

TIER 1
TIER 2

TIER 3

Peterson

ASCO

ASCO Pocra

Caledonia Oil

1600 Litres

1600 Litres

1600 Litres

1600 Litres

MGO

MGO

MGO

LFO

100 Tonnes

100 Tonnes

100 Tonnes

100 Tonnes

MGO

MGO

MGO

MGO

3,000 Tonnes

3,000 Tonnes

3,000 Tonnes

3,000 Tonnes

MGO

MGO

MGO

MGO

Consensus
This Risk Assessment was undertaken by BMES and the findings were presented
to consultees from Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH), the Scottish Environment
Protection Agency (SEPA), Marine Scotland, Aberdeen City Council, Aberdeen
Harbour Board and Port users to assist with compilation of this Plan.
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Environmental Sensitivities and Priorities for Protection

1.7.1 General strategy
The region is the most important in Britain in relation to sea fisheries and vessels
based in the region operate over a wide area of the North Sea. The two main
salmon rivers in the north east of Scotland are the Don and the Dee, indeed the
latter flows through the harbour.
In the immediate vicinity of the Harbour entrance small sandy beaches, with rocky
outcrops, are located on the southern bank of the River Dee. One small beach is
in the lee of the southern breakwater. To the north of the harbour the beach,
dunes and links stretch for 3.5km between the outlets of the Rivers Dee and Don.
This stretch of beach has been designated as EC Bathing Beach. North of the Don
estuary the beach continues past Murcar, Black Dog and the dune system
continues unbroken to the Ythan estuary some 20 kms further north. Coastal zone
management is presently patchy in the region.
The Common Seal, more common in Orkney and Shetland, breeds in small
numbers on the north east coast. Out of a total of sixteen cetaceans recorded in
the area six species appear regularly offshore. Fowlsheugh, south of Aberdeen,
has been designated as a SPA under the EC Birds Directive. The Sands of Forvie
and the Ythan Estuary, about 14 miles north of the Harbour, is also a SPA under
the ECC Ports - Par Harbour Birds Directive. Theses two sites are also designated‘
Special Area of Conservation (SAC) under the Habitats Directives.
Where possible, considering safety and estuarine conditions, any floating oil on the
water surface should either be allowed to degrade naturally or be removed
physically - no chemical dispersants are to be used. Removal should particularly
be attempted where this may significantly reduce the possibility of quantities of oil
coming ashore on identified sensitive areas. Floating absorbent should be used
when necessary to prevent oil coming ashore and to reduce the amount of oil on
the water.
Where oil comes ashore it should generally be left to degrade naturally although
some manual removal (but not mechanical) may be possible. In some instances
the use of protective or deflective booms to reduce oil on the shore may be
possible.
In general any areas within SSSI’s should be protected from gross disturbance e.g.
by use of vehicles. Land within any SSSI should not be used for wider oil spill
control / co-ordination works.
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Bottlenose Dolphins
The inner areas of the Moray Firth have been designated a Special Area of
Conservation (SAC) on account of the resident population of bottlenose dolphins.
Although the harbour is distant from the SAC, the dolphin population moves freely
around the North east coast, and is a regular visitor to Aberdeen Bay and the
harbour mouth. The provisions of the Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.)
Regulations 1994 require the interests for which a SAC has been designated to be
protected from adverse impact both within and out with the site boundary.
Furthermore, bottlenose dolphins receive strict protection wherever they occur due
to their classification as a European Protected Species under the Habitats Directive
92/43/EEC. In the event of a spill of oil or other chemicals, it is possible that the
dolphins will take evasive action. It is, however, important to consider their
occurrence when moving boats and other equipment about the harbour mouth and
Aberdeen Bay, to avoid unnecessary disturbance, and to operate at low speeds to
reduce the risk of collision. Any proposed use of chemicals to treat a spill must also
take into account possible toxic effects on dolphins before their deployment is
decided.
It is also important to note that other species of whale, dolphin or porpoise
(collectively known as cetaceans) can occur in the waters off Aberdeen. The most
likely species to be seen include harbour porpoise, minke whale, white beaked
dolphin and common dolphin although other species may also be occasional visitors
to the area. All UK cetaceans are afforded special protection as European Protected
Species.
The River Dee
The River Dee has been designated a SAC from the harbour mouth inland on
account of the populations of three species including the Atlantic salmon. The
harbour is located on the mouth of the River Dee. This means that the whole of the
Dee’s population of Atlantic salmon passes through the harbour, both as smolt
running to sea and as salmon and grilse returning from the sea to spawn in the
river. Fish congregating in the harbour mouth and harbour waters, and within the
tidal reaches of the Dee could be very vulnerable to the effects of an oill spillage
and any chemical clean up proposals. It is especially important to prevent any
spilled oil from running inland on the rising tide, as this oil could be refloated for an
extended period after the initial spill event, posing a longer term risk for salmon.

On all occasions SNH, SEPA and the Dee Fishery Board must be contacted.
A comprehensive listing of schedules defining areas of special sensitivity are
available in the ‘Major Oil Pollution Contingency Plan for Aberdeen City Council,
Aberdeenshire Council and Moray Council’. This plan would come into operation
through the relevant local authorities if a major oil spill occurs.
Site Specific Response information is shown in Part 2 Section 7.
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Categories of Incident
Aberdeen Harbour Board has in place a three tiered incident response system for
oil spillage (Section 1.5). The responsibility of escalating an incident from Tier 1 to
Tier 2 lies with the Harbour Master.

1.8.1 Levels of Call-out
Tier 1 Spills
For minor spills, where the response is addressed within the dock, the Harbour
Master will take the appropriate action and arrange for safe storage and legal
disposal of arisings. Since all oil spills, regardless of size, have to be reported to
the Authorities, the Harbour Master will always alert the MCA.
Tier 2 and Tier 3 Spills
For all spills of a higher level, the Harbour Master will alert the Incident Response
Organisation according to this Plan.

ASCO tank farm off south Esplanade east
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Waste Disposal Operations
The safe handling and disposal of recovered oil is governed by relevant sections in
the following legislation:
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)

The Environmental Protection Act 1990
The controlled waste The Waste (Scotland) Regulations 2012
Control of Pollution (Amendment) Act 1989
The Waste Management Licensing (Scotland) Regulations 2012
Special Waste Amended (Scotland) Regulations 2004
The Environmental Protection (Duty of Care) (Scotland) Regulations 2014

If oily waste material is produced as a result of a pollution incident then the polluting
party (operator) has a duty of care to ensure that the waste is contained, handled,
transported and ultimately disposed of in an appropriate manner. If the material is to
be handled by contractors then the operator (to reduce liabilities to a minimum) has
to ensure that each contractor has the relevant transportation registration and
waste management licences, where applicable.
SEPA should be consulted on any proposal to dispose of or store waste material to
ensure that sensitive wildlife areas, such as SSSIs, are not affected. In addition HM
Customs and Excise must be notified if recovered oil is brought ashore by
dedicated oil recovery vessels. Landing should not be hindered by the absence of
an official from HM Customs and Excise; however, the Operator should maintain a
careful log on quantity and nature of the recovered oil.
The options for waste disposal or treatment of material, be it oily liquids or oiled
solids are:

a)
b)
c)
d)

temporary store and then take to appropriate disposal site for burial;
temporary store, clean, stabilise and then recover or re-use;
take to a refinery / incinerator (mainly for oily liquids only);
take to appropriate disposal site.

Each disposal option is examined below with various points for consideration
highlighted.
a)

Temporary Storage / Clean, Treat, Stabilise, Recover, Reuse
This option aims to store temporarily the material and then, slowly over the
ensuing period, to clean it or stabilise it and then to recover or reuse it.
In most cases this is the best practical environmental option (BPEO). It
avoids the risk of changing what was a marine oil pollution problem into an
inland surface pollution problem or groundwater pollution problem.
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From temporary storage the contaminated material can be stabilised with
cement, lime, clay, organic binders, asphalt and composting. The
characteristic of each product needs to be considered when determining the
ultimate disposal route or any perceived end use. It is important to note that
the treatment of wastes also comes under the waste management licensing
system. Therefore, any strategy to deal with the waste in this manner can
only be developed through close liaison with the Local Authority, SNH and
SEPA.
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Temporary Storage and Appropriate Disposal Site for Burial
The reasons for constructing a temporary storage site are as follows:
1. There is no immediate disposal outlet for large quantities of oil / sand
mixture or for oil / water mixtures and clean-up can not be slowed or
stopped.
2. The equipment used to clean beaches is usually labour intensive and
therefore requires an immediate transfer area adjacent to the site to be
provided.
3. The nature of the roads precludes high traffic densities.
4. The in situ treatment of contaminated material is often preferable to
removing large quantities of material from the shoreline.
In addition, under the above legislation, the temporary storage site itself may
require a Registered Exemption from Waste Management Licensing. Each
site will have to be constructed in a specific manner. It is therefore essential
that the construction of temporary storage sites be done through close
liaison with the Local Authority, SNH and SEPA.

c)

Take to a Refinery / Incinerator (mainly for oily liquids only)
This material should be removed from site by a licensed waste handling
company who will then arrange for its disposal in an appropriate manner in
consultation with SEPA. If there is suitable access, oily liquids produced
from a shoreline clean-up operation can be removed from site by road
tanker.
If the oily liquids are onboard a dedicated recovery vessel following an at
sea containment and recovery operation then it can be transferred across
the quay, at a suitable berth, to a road tanker or other suitable waste
reception facility. Alternatively this waste can be fed directly into the
reception facility at a marine terminal of an oil refinery.
It is the
responsibility of the Ships Master to ensure that this waste is disposed of
appropriately. However, the Harbour Authority must confirm that any
contractors have the necessary licenses to handle and dispose of the waste.
The disposal route should also be agreed with SEPA prior to moving the
waste to ensure it meets with their satisfaction.

d)

Direct to Appropriate Disposal Site
All disposal sites require a Waste Management Licence. The licence is
specific to the type of material that can be disposed of at the site. There are
only a few sites that are licensed to receive organic or chemically polluting
materials (includes oily waste). There will be a charge levied by the site
operator for depositing material at the site. In addition there is landfill tax /
levy applied to all waste deposited in a landfill.
Furthermore, waste crude oil is likely to be classified as Special Waste and
should be treated as such until otherwise determined. It would therefore be
subject to the Special Waste Regulations 1996 (as amended). Mixes of
crude oil / sand and oil / seawater etc would probably be considered as
Special Waste if the percentage of oil is above 0.1%. It is therefore likely
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that oily beach materials and oil / water liquids would have to be handled as
Special Waste.
The transportation of Special Wastes requires that the Scottish Environment
Protection Agency (SEPA) be informed before the waste is removed. This
is done by filling in parts A, B and D of a Special Waste Consignment Note,
available from the SEPA, which is sent to the person responsible for the
receiving facility. This should be done at least three clear working days and
not more than one month before the waste is to be moved.
However, in the event of an 'emergency' SEPA may waive the requirement
for pre-notification. SEPA must be consulted to determine whether
emergency clearance will be granted for the movement of Special Waste
prior to the moving of the waste. The licensed waste carrier completes part
C of the Consignment Note and takes it with the load to the receiving facility.
The licensed operator of the receiving facility then signs the consignment
note to say that they have accepted the load and that they are authorised to
manage it properly.
The requirement for pre-notification generally does not apply to special
waste from ships. Therefore oil recovered at sea by a dedicated Oil
Recovery Vessel could be discharged within a harbour to an appropriate
waste reception facility without having to pre-notify SEPA. However a
consignment note will have to be supplied with each load sent for disposal.
To ensure that oily waste material is transported and disposed of in an
appropriate manner, a licensed waste carrier and disposal company should
be contracted. The Operator and Waste Disposal Company should then
liaise with SEPA to confirm that the disposal route identified meets with their
satisfaction.
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1.10 Document Control and Plan Revision
The Aberdeen Harbour Board’s Plan is a controlled document. -The most recent
document is located at www.aberdeen-harbour.co.uk/spillplan.htm
Any changes to the situation at the harbour, changes to be made to the plan or any
other updates will be issued as amendments to the internet based plan..
Irrespective, the plan will be revised on an annual basis so as to incorporate
changes occurring during the year plus lessons learned from the annual exercise.
Any amendments or revisions to this plan should be sent to :
Captain Daniel A Stroud
Aberdeen Harbour Board
16 Regent Quay
Aberdeen AB11 5SS

This plan is valid for 5 years and has to be revised before the fifth anniversary of its
approval. In order to secure approval for the revised plan before it lapses, the
process of review should commence a year before the original plan is due to
expire. As in the initial approval process, the plan is re-issued to statutory
consultees prior to submitting to the MCA for re-approval.
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Section 2: Training and Exercise Policy
2.1

Training Policy
In order to familiarise personnel in the use of this Oil Spill Contingency Plan and
comply with MCA guidelines. Oil Spill Response training courses will be held for
employees of Aberdeen Harbour Board, their contractors and port operators with an
identified role within the plan. In addition, there will also be awareness briefings
with other harbour users and the Agencies who were involved in the consultation
process.
After initial training, instruction will be specific with the use of the Tier 1 oil spill
response equipment located at the Port of Aberdeen. This will be tested and
deployed using those personnel who will be responsible for operating this
equipment in the event of a spill.
In order to meet the minimum levels as recommended in the MCA guidelines, the
training and exercising of key personnel is detailed below.

TRAINING IN THE USE OF THIS PLAN
Position
Harbour Master
Nominated Deputies

Timing

Type of Training

At plan
approval (& 3
year refresher)

MCA level 4p (IMO2)

At plan
approval

Contingency Plan Familiarisation
briefing

At plan
approval (& 3
year refresher)

MCA level 1p

Aberdeen Harbour Board
Supervisors
and
AHB Vessel Traffic Services
Officers

Harbour Operators
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Exercise Programme
To ensure that the Oil Spill Contingency Plan is “user friendly” and understood by
all those involved in its use, communications and practical exercises will be
undertaken on an annual basis.
A record of Personnel Training and Contingency Plan Exercises will be held by the
Harbour Master of the Port of Aberdeen and a post exercise report will be
forwarded to CPSO at MCA.

EXERCISE IN THE USE OF THIS PLAN
Exercises

Timing

Type of Exercise

Notification

Bi-annually

Communications test

Mobilisation

Bi-annually

Test mobilisation times and
equipment (Staff training exercise)

Table top

Annually

Simulation of an Oil Spill Incident
using the Oil Spill Contingency plan,
mobilising equipment and personnel
as appropriate (Tier 2 & 3)

Incident Management

3 years

Major Update and test (inc.
deployment of Tier 2 equipment)

Loading arms for Point Law Tank Farm
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Section 3 : Incident Response Organisation
3.1

Introduction
This plan has been compiled to cover the response to any spillage caused during
operations whilst within the jurisdiction of Aberdeen Harbour Board. Spills either
from shoreside operations, or vessels alongside, in transit or on passage. The plan
indicates the Tier 1 response available at the port relevant to the perceived risk
through normal operations as well as a mechanism for calling upon Tier 2/3
response in the event of an abnormal incident or major accident affecting the
Harbour Board.
Harbour ‘On duty staff’ (24 hrs) will provide initial response
Definitions of the tiered levels used in this port are shown in Section 1.5.

3.2

Responsibilities and Incident Control Arrangements
The Operations Response Team will be led by the Harbour Master or his deputy and
will involve the named personnel below. The Marine Response Centre will be
established in the Emergency Response Room at the Marine Operations Centre.
During any investigative stage of a spill incident the Harbour Board may call upon
assistance from Police Scotland

3.2.1 Aberdeen Harbour Master
The Aberdeen Harbour Master or his Assistant will act as Incident Controller. The
Duty Vessel Traffic Services Officer will act as Incident Controller, out of working
hours, until relieved.

3.2.2 The Response Team Members comprise of:
Position

Role

Aberdeen Harbour Master

Incident Controller

Vessel Traffic Services Officer

Communications & Traffic Control

Assistant Harbour Master

On-scene Commander

Dock Control Officer

Clean-up Supervisor

Jetty Staff

Clean-up Operations

Building Supervisor

Logistic Support
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Dispersant Use
After due consultation with the Authorities concerned, the use of dispersant is not
permitted within the areas covered by this Plan.

Under the provisions of the Food and Environment Protection Act 1985, Part II, as
read with the Deposits in the Sea (Exemptions) Order 1985, no deposit may be
made of any substance produced for the purpose of treating oil on the surface of
the sea in an area where the depth of water is less than 20 metres or within one
nautical mile of any such area save with the prior approval of the Licensing
Authority. This includes any area submerged at mean high water springs (eg
beaches). The Licensing Authority in Scotland for the devolved aspects of FEPA is
the Scottish Ministers through the Marine Management Division of the Marine
Directorate of the Scottish Government. The Marine Management Division is
advised on such matters by the Environment Protection Group of the Marine
Scotland – Marine Laboratory Services Aberdeen (MS-ML).

For other areas of the sea outwith shallow waters (i.e. the 20 metres rule) there is
no such statutory obligation. Those dealing with oil spills are however advised that
it is Government Policy that the Licensing Authority should be consulted in advance
of all proposals to use oil dispersant except under “force majeure” conditions, eg
where people’s health is at risk, or the safety of a vessel or offshore installation is
threatened. It is therefore essential to consult the MS-ML for advice on the
implications for fisheries and the marine environment of using dispersant except
where other arrangements have been approved in advance.
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Interface with other Contingency / Emergency Plans
This plan will be used in conjunction with the “National Contingency Plan for Marine
Pollution” and the ‘Major Oil Pollution Contingency Plan for Aberdeen City Council,
Aberdeen City, Aberdeenshire Council and the Moray Council’ developed by
Grampian Strategic Coordinating Group Aberdeen Harbour also has its own Port
Emergency Plan with specific reference to pollution. Aberdeen Harbour Board also
has a Waste Management Plan, which outlines actions to be followed for the
removal of waste oil from the harbour

Sequence of Plans
activated with increasing
size of spill
Tier 1
Spill that can be controlled
on site by Harbour Authority
Tier 2
Spill requiring local or
contracted assistance

Tier 3
Loss of
Containment

3.5

HARBOUR
OIL SPILL
CONTINGENCY PLAN
LOCAL AUTHORITY
OIL SPILL
CONTINGENCY PLAN

NATIONAL CONTINGENCY PLAN
NCP

Internal Alerting and Call-out Procedures
An initial spill report will come in the first instance, during working hours, to the
Aberdeen Harbour Office at Regent Quay. Out of working hours reports are liable
to come via MCA, Police Scotland or the Duty personnel. The information received
must be passed immediately to the Harbour Master. The Harbour Master will do his
best to confirm the incident details and determine the level of clean-up operation
necessary and the requirement as to whether to activate the Aberdeen Harbour
Operations Response Team (Part 2 Section 5). All calls and decisions made must
be recorded, and an Incident Log Sheet begun (Part 2 Section 8.2).
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Liaison Procedures with Other Agencies
Rapid passing of information to other affected agencies is essential for effective
response. Shown below are agencies concerned and their roles.

Aberdeen Harbour Board
ABERDEEN HARBOUR

SEPA
Department for Transport

Scottish Environment Protection
Agency.

MCA

•

•
•
•
•
•
•

•

DfT

•
•

Co-ordinate maritime Search & Rescue
Primary contact in event of spill
Classification, categorisation and monitoring
Establish MRCC
UK Government response
Authority to co-ordinate response in
accordance with the national contingency
plans
Responsible for mobilising government
equipment for offshore & onshore clean-up
Establish Shoreline Response Centre
(SRC) with local authority

Scottish Natural Heritage.
•
•

Aberdeen City Council.
Part of Grampian Strategic
Coordinating Group

•
•

•

Co-ordinate local response for oil spill
clean-up operations
Co-ordinate with MCA concerning
establishment of SRC
Co-ordinate with emergency services

•

Responsible for the protection of fisheries
interests and the marine environment
Authority for the approval of dispersant use

HM CUSTOMS & EXCISE.

United Kingdom Petroleum
Industry

•

Consultation service
Technical and Information Services
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Advisors on environmental matters
Concerned with the conservation of offshore
coastal & intertidal habitats and species
Provide data for scientific assessment of the
environment

Marine Scotland Marine
Laboratory

UKPIA

•
•

Waste regulations including contaminated
clean up materials and Special Waste

SNH

•

•

Responsible for water quality of controlled
waters inland and up to 3 nm offshore
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Section 4 : Response Strategies
4.1

Health and Safety

4.1.1 Statutory Duties
Applicable Statutory Law and its Implications
The Health and Safety at Work Act 1974 places a clear duty on all employers and
persons responsible for premises to ensure that the workplace is safe and in the
case of the employer, to have a safe system of work. This duty is placed
regardless of whether the workers are employees, sub-contract workers, temporary
workers or self employed persons.
Implementation of “The Management of Health and Safety at Work Regulations
1999” requires that, all employers carry out suitable and sufficient Risk
Assessments of all tasks to be undertaken in the workplace. Where five or more
employees are employed then the Assessment is to be recorded and those at
particular risk must be informed accordingly.
These same regulations require that the employer executes a Safety Management
System and that measurement of performance against standards is made. All
employees must receive adequate training, information and supervision.
Additionally, there is a requirement for all employees to receive suitable and
sufficient health surveillance to ensure that they are fit to carry out the work and that
the work and conditions do not cause them adverse effect.
The Provision and Use of Work Equipment Regulations 1998 requires that all
equipment provided for use at work is safe and fit for purpose. The persons using
the equipment must be adequately trained in its use and the operation must be
properly supervised.
The Personal Protective Equipment at Work Regulations 1992 requires that all
equipment provided is fit for purpose and does not cause adverse effect. That all
personnel are trained in its use and that all associated risks are recorded controlled
and pointed out to those affected.
The Manual Handling Operations Regulations 1992 requires that all work where
lifting, pulling and pushing is involved, is assessed and all risks to the health and
safety of those involved are reduced to a level as low as reasonably practicable.
The Control of Substances Hazardous to Health Regulations 2002 requires that all
substances to which a worker may be exposed, including dusts and gasses are
properly assessed and the risks to health reduced to a safe and acceptable level.
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4.1.2 Site Safety Assessment
To achieve a Safe Operation, those in charge of the Response must follow those
generalised parts of the Contingency Plan, which apply in all circumstances.
Additionally they must have available the means to prepare those elements of the
Plan which are Site and Response Specific.
The Site Safety Assessment is intended to prevent uncontrolled incidents occurring
which may cause further damage to the environment or loss due to damage, injury
or illness. The Site Safety Assessment should comprise the following Sections:
A.
B.
C.
D.
E.

Site Survey
Operations Analysis
Site Control
Logistics and Supplies
Personnel.

Each Section should be addressed jointly and separately before work commences
and the appropriate steps taken to ensure that requirements are adequately met.

a.

Site Survey
A Site Survey Form should be available, which when followed correctly will add all
of those site unique details which assist in the decision making process and remind
staff of essentials which might otherwise be omitted.
The Site Survey should address the safety of those personnel taking part in the
cleanup as well as those members of the public who may also be involved.
The following list indicates a few of those subjects which, should be addressed,
assessed and reported in the survey. The list is by no means exhaustive.
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
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Communications Requirements
Exposure to Temperature
Feasibility of Handrails or Ropes
Hazards to the eyes
Lack of or Shelter from Weather
Lighting conditions
Machinery Usage
Manoeuvrability
Manual Handling
Pedestrian Traffic
Requirement to access Confined Spaces
Sample collection
Terrain Surface and Incline
Vehicle Traffic
Visibility
Water Hazards
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Operations Analysis
Having surveyed the site and assessed the aspects which are influenced by the
terrain, water conditions, and other pertinent factors. The On Scene Commander
will assess the way in which the operation is to be conducted.
The intention to use the following facilities should be stated and the reasons for and
priorities of each facility established.
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

c.

Cranes
Boats
Breathing Apparatus
Fork Lifts
Hoses and Pumps
Low Loaders
Motor Vehicles
Raking and Sweeping Gear

Site Control
It is essential that those in charge of the Spill Cleanup have control of the site as
soon as possible and before any significant part of the cleanup operation begins.
Access to the site must be restricted to those personnel who are essential to the
cleanup operation.
Arrangements must be made for the area to be barriered, closed and policed such
that no one can enter the work area without reporting to the site supervisor. No
workers should be allowed on site until they have received the full vetting and
briefing with respect to the Safety Plan.

d.

Logistics and Supplies
Specifically with respect to Safety, it should be ensured that the appropriate
equipment, materials and substances are available at the required times. Particular
attention should be paid to the availability of the various sizes of protective clothing
required. This sometimes cannot be established until the members of the
workforce have been detailed and their individual roles and tasks decided.
Consideration must be given for a prolonged clean-up operation possibly stretching
to 24 hours operations.
In which case shelter, accommodation, feeding,
refreshment, rest areas, sanitation and first aid must be available.
Where training has to be delivered prior to work commencing, the necessary
instructors and equipment must be available before work commences. It is an error
to allow experienced workers to commence work whilst others are waiting for
training.

Protective Clothing. If the weather is at all inclement, the protective clothing
issued to workers must be warm, water and chemical-proof. It should include
coveralls, gloves, boots, eye protection and headgear. If the weather is warm, the
use of the same protective clothing may be necessary, but the requirements for
ventilation and cooling will be greater.
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Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)
PPE includes:
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

Breathing Apparatus including Respirators
Flotation Suits and Vests
Gloves / Gauntlets
Protective Clothing
Goggles, Visors and Safety Glasses
Hard Hats
Insulated Clothing
Reinforced Boots, Shoes and Gloves

First Aid. The Health and Safety (First Aid) Regulations 1981, together with the
New Code of Practice on First Aid, lay down the requirements for trained first aiders
and the equipment that must be provided. A foreshore clean up is considered as a
special circumstance and the appropriate extra provisions should be taken into
account.

e.

Personnel
Selection of Personnel to carry out the cleanup must be dominated by safety
considerations.

Marine Operations Centre, Vessel Traffic Services at Harbour Entrance
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4.1.3 Safety on the Foreshore
During the execution of a foreshore Site Survey, access to the area to be cleaned
must to be carefully assessed. Account needs to be taken of low and high tides
and the need for workers to access inlets, cliffs and terrain difficult to navigate. Tide
tables should be consulted as well as the taking of advice from those with local
knowledge.
Where necessary and appropriate, the use of equipment such as handrails, ropes
and ladders should be considered.
Where workers are, by necessity, required to work out of sight of one another,
communication between them and the supervisor is essential.
The provision and use of Personal Emergency Beacons and Distress Flares by
appropriate personnel should be considered.

4.1.4 Safety on the water
Agreements with the Coastguard should be reviewed and complied with. At the
very least, they should be informed of the vessels operating in their area together
with all necessary detail of vessel capability and persons on board (POB).

Protective Clothing. Workers operating from sea-going vessels should be
equipped with harnesses built to BS 5845. They should, at all times, wear a self or
automatic inflating lifejacket and should be protected by a Survival Suit.

4.1.5 Safe Operations
Risk Assessment
Hazard Identification. The identification of all hazards at a worksite or spill location
is a singular task that should be done by involvement of the people who are
expected to carry out the work. The supervisor responsible for co-ordinating the
risk assessment should ensure that all hazards are identified before the next step in
the process is attempted. A hazard is an object, place, process or circumstance
with the potential to do harm in the form of injury, damage, delay or pollution.
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4.1.6 Decontamination
Conditions requiring decontamination
Where workers have been wearing waterproof and protective clothing, it is likely
that the clothing will become contaminated by crude oil or chemicals, that might
have been used during the clean up operation. The clothing needs to be cleaned to
prevent further contamination. Facilities for such cleansing should be at Rest or
Feeding areas or close by, but clear of the work site.

Personal hygiene practices on the job
Workers should be instructed on the dangers of ingesting hydrocarbons and
chemicals through contact of contaminated equipment or clothing, such as gloves
via the mouth and nose. Facilities for removing protective clothing and washing
before consuming food or smoking should be made available.
Decontamination Area Drainage
The decontamination area where clothing and personal equipment is cleansed
should be arranged so that cleansing water and contaminants are drained into
tanks. Care should be taken to ensure that contaminated waste does not drain into
either the normal drainage system or into the soil under the decontamination area.
If collected liquid is classed as Special Waste it should be disposed of accordingly
in consultation with SEPA.
Disposal of Contaminated Clothing
Clothing, which is not fully washable or capable of having all traces of contaminant
removed may need to be disposed of safely. Such clothing may comprise Special
or Hazardous Waste. If incineration facilities do not exist at the site, the clothing
may need to be delivered to the Local Authority or to a Special Waste Contractor.
SEPA should be consulted on the disposal route, as consignment notes or
emergency clearance from pre-notification may be required.

4.2

Oil Spills

4.2.1 Introduction
An oil spill can occur almost anywhere - a leakage or accident during transportation
or during use, which can affect many areas including sea, coastlines, harbours and
land.
Oil contains a variety of different types of hydrocarbons. The exact composition is
dependent upon its origin. Oil may also contain a variety of impurities such as
sulphur and nitrogen products. Generally oil is of relatively low toxicity, however this
is dependent upon the properties of the source oil. The route of human exposure is
via inhalation and skin absorption.
Oil when released in a spill will be subjected to various actions:
▪ spreading
▪ evaporation
▪ oxidation
▪ dissolution
▪ emulsification
▪ microbial degradation.
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The effect of all these actions is to reduce the original oil volume by evaporation but
increase it by emulsification, also reduce its flammability and its toxicity. The rate of
these actions is dependent upon the physical composition of the oil and
environmental conditions prevailing at the time. Therefore to be able to effectively
combat a spill these factors must be known.

4.2.2 Response to Oil Spills
The integrity of a harbour authority plan depends upon removing any doubt
over who is responsible for what. The National Contingency Plan gives some
guidance on the responsibilities that have been imposed or accepted for the
clean up of pollution within the jurisdiction of a harbour authority as follows:
Location of pollution
On the water
Jetties/.wharves/structures owned by
Aberdeen Harbour
Beach/shoreline owned by Aberdeen
Harbour
Foreshore owned by a private individual
or group
Shoreline (including land exposed by
falling tide) and other structures

Responsibility for clean up lies with
Aberdeen Harbour Board
Aberdeen Harbour Board
Aberdeen Harbour Board
Foreshore owner(s)
Local Authority/NIEA

Oil spill within the Harbour Board Area
Oil spilled within the Harbour Area will be recovered using sorbent materials held in
stock by fuel supply companies carrying out the refuelling operation. In the event
that a larger spill occurs it will be recovered and disposed of by an accredited
contractor, nominated in this plan and waste arisings will be legally carried for
disposal in consultation with SEPA. Consideration as to the effectiveness of the
above will need to be taken into account and will depend on the speed and direction
of current flowing at the time of the spill.
At a meeting of the named consultees it was agreed that in most cases any spillage
of the size nominated within this study would be allowed to evaporate and disperse
naturally due to the high speeds of local currents with consequential shoreline
clean-up. Where heavy concentrations were threatening an extremely sensitive
area or colony every effort would be made to mobilise local boats capable of
sweeping the oil with booms, in order to reduce the amount of oil liable to impact
the coastline. This action would be undertaken on the advice of Scottish Natural
Heritage and after consultation with the Coastguard Agency and SEPA.
Aberdeen Harbour Board has pilot boats available at all times plus the ability to call
upon various small craft that may be available to tend booms and participate in
clean-up operations.
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4.2.3 Oil spill sampling
Samples of the spilt oil should be taken by Police Scotland as soon as possible
before the oil has weathered. Should the Police Scotland decide to prosecute these
samples may be required as evidence. Guidance form in the matter of collection
samples is given in MCA STOp Notice 4/2001 (Appendix B).
It should be noted that MCA STOp Notice 4/2001 does not refer to the requirements
in Scotland, to have every step of the sampling and analytical process witnessed if
the results of the analysis are to be used in the report to the Procurator Fiscal. A
sample label format has been developed to prompt the sampler to obtain a witness
and deal correctly with the sample (Appendix A).

4.3

Disposal Plan
All waste arisings from an oil spillage will be handled systematically and strictly in
line with the current Regulations. Policy and instructions are identified in Part 1
Section 1.9. A waste disposal action checklist is shown in Part 2 Section 8.3.
Within the resources of the Plan, initial holding and storage will be possible through
use of portable storage tanks as listed in Part 3 Section 11 and thereafter the oil will
be disposed of using a local licensed contractor in consultation with SEPA.
Licensed Waste Disposal contractors are listed in Part 3 Section 10. In the event of
a Tier 2 or 3 spill response, the legal disposal of recovered oil will be undertaken,
through a disposal route agreed with SEPA, on behalf of Aberdeen Harbour Board.
This will be managed by the Board’s nominated Oil Spill Contractor duly accredited
to Level 3 under the SEPA / British Oil Spill Control Accreditation Scheme.
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